Hepatitis B virus markers and antibodies to hepatitis C virus in Japanese patients with hepatocellular carcinoma.
Sera from Japanese patients with chronic liver disease were tested for hepatitis B virus (HBV) markers and antibodies to hepatitis C virus (anti-HCV), and the results were correlated to the presence of hepatocellular carcinoma. In chronic non-A, non-B liver disease, anti-HCV prevalence was high both in patients with hepatocellular carcinoma (78/89, 88%) and without it (66/84, 79%), while previous HBV infection was more common in patients with hepatocellular carcinoma (65/89, 73%) than in those without it (46/84, 55%) (P less than 0.05). Coexistence of anti-HCV and antibodies to HBV was observed frequently in patients with hepatocellular carcinoma (56/89, 63%) compared with patients without it (39/84, 46%) (P less than 0.05). In chronic HBV carriers, anti-HCV was more common in patients with hepatocellular carcinoma (12/38, 32%) than in those without it (3/62, 5%) (P less than 0.01). These results suggest that infection with the two viruses may be a risk factor for more serious liver disease.